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AWARTHESS AIID USAGE OF COflIPTTITIVT EXATUII}IATIOI{ RESOURCES AIIOT{G

STUDEHTS AilD JOB SEEKTRS 11{ PUBIIC IIBRARIES: A SPECIAI RttEREilCE T0

TOWI{ BRANCH LIBRARY, TIRU}IEIVEII DISTRICI

Raja T (D".)* & Ravi KumarKennedy f (D".)*"

ABSTRACT: In the recent years, public libraries are dissemination of resources to the students, Job
seekers and the public. This paper discusses the awareness and usage of resources among students and job
seekers in public libraries. This paper finds out that 6l.l percent of the respondents are using the competitive
examination resources, 40 percent of the respondents have attended the number of coaching progratnmes,
seminars and model tests related to competitive examinations, 45.6 percent of the respondents have sufficient
Ievel of competitive examination resources available in the library, 47.8 percent of the respondents are
benefitted with the availability of intemet with printout facility in tie library while applying for the competitive
examinations.

Keywords: Public Libraries, Competitive Examinations, Awareness and Usage

Introduction
The public library, it is often called as the people's university for its universal character. The public library

is for the people, of the people, by the people. It is for all, without any distinction of caste, creed, class, colour or
sex. Public libraries play a vibrant role for the welfare of the public. Now a days, Government of Indi4
Government of Tamil Nadu, Public Sector Banks, Research Institutions have conducted various examinations
for selectingnew dynamic young workers. In this contex! public libraries are allotted more funds to purchase
the competitive examination resources like books and magazines. So sufficient level of competitive examination
materials are available at the district central [ibraries, and major branch libraries in Tamil Nadu. These libraries
are also motivating the students and job seekErs without any fear to appear for the competitive examinations. All
these libraries have separate section for competitive examination resources, and magazines to competitive
examinations for the subscribers. This paper identifies the level of usage of competitive examination resources
in the public libraries.

Institute ProfiIe
The Town Public library of Tirunleveli District, located in Tirunelveli City was established in the year

1954, under the jurisdiction of Tinrnelveli Corporation. This library has 61625 boo*s, more than 120 magazines,
and Competitive Examination Resources section having 6200 books. The library has Reference Section,
Children's Section 

" 
Internet facility, Reprography with print out facilities. This library has 46 patron members

and 12100 ordinary members. In addition to the institution profile, the Public libraries rendering valuable
service like helping the students appearing for Civil Service Examination" Awareness Programmes announced
by the Government of India and also by the Government of Tamilnadu. All these progmmmes are conducted in
the primary, middle, higher secondary school and college level.Our Central Library of Tirunelveli, jr.rst
adjourned to St Xavier's College is a good resource and also a good helper for the job seekers ofthe present era.
Our Library may live to a hundred"

Objectives of the study
The objectives ofthe present study are

* To find out the awareness of competitive examination rescurces available in the library.
* To find out the level of usage of the competitive examination r€sources.
* ' To furd out the level of availability of competitive examination resources.
+ To find out the level of satisfaction about conducting the coaching prograrnmes, seminars, and

model tests related to competitive examinations in the libraries.
* To find out the availability of internet with printer facilities in the libraries.

Statement of the Problem
This study has taken the problem stated as "Awareness and Usage of Competitive Examination Resources

among students and job seekers in Public Libraries: A Special Reference to Town Branch Library, Tirunelveli
Districf'.
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